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| MOST HONORED s, 


| The character you bear for piety, charity, 
benevolence, and philanthropy, can receive no ad- 
ditional lustre 7 any eulogium 1 can bestouw ; 
nevertheless, the experience 1 have had of your : 
. and kindness excites my gratitude, and | 
demands my warmest. thamks : at the dame time 


: 1 am induced to o offer this public tertimony. to — 75 


a 


merit, Since few, in your elevated Situation, v8 


_ eminently adorn the christian profess1on. 


JI have nothing to plead in vindication of this 


my first attempt, but must volicit your kind indul- 


gence, and that of a generous Public—but more 
; especially of the Ladies and Gentlemen of Congleton, 
to whom 1 consider myself under innumerable 


obligations, —hoping you will make every allows 
ance for Letters written in haste, under great 
and accumulated bodily affliction, and encumbered 


with the concerns of a nume infant family 


| therefore dectitute of the embellicbments of rhetoric, 
or refinements of art, to recommend them; and 


only dictated by maternal oolicitude for the welfare 
of a beloved chili, . 


very early age. The vincerity of the" intention | 


. 
wuirh which they are penned will, 1 humbly hepe, 
be come compensation for their defects and imperfec- 
tions. Requesting this indulgence and candour 
from you, and the Public, | 
| bonored Sir, 
your obliged, 
obedient, 
humble gervant, 
| ; 
r FAE DAVIS. 
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„ LETFER- 1. 


My DEAR Cniltd; 


I defire to be thankful that 
you got ſafe to Liverpool; and 
it gives me much pleaſure to ſee 

that you are not inſenſible of the 
goodneſs of God towards you. | 
It is no inconſiderable mercy to 
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LIBRARY |- 
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be preſerved in travelling, when 
ſo many accidents daily occur to 
convince us of the imminent dan- 
ger to which ve are expoſed there- 
by; therefore that you had not 
only a ſafe, but a pleaſant and 
8 agreeable journey, is a favor 
which demands our thanks. : 

The painful ſenſations that 
parting naturally excites, can, 1 
think, only be alleviated by a 
certain conſciouſneſs of being in _ 
the way of our duty, and reliance 
on God for his bleſſing on our 


| engagements and purſuits. 1 mY 


you have ever {ſhown an inclina- 
tion to engage in the ſea ſervice, 
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I am happy in. the opportunity, 


which has ſo providentially oc- 
curred, for you to make trial of 
your magnanimity and courage ; 
J. and if, after this firſt voyage, 
which Capt. S. ſo kindly permits 

you to take, you ſhould, upon 
prayer to God, and ſerious con- 
. ſideration, make it your delibe- 
„ choice, I hope I ſhall moſt 


3 cordially coincide in your deter- 
I mination, as I am perſuaded it is 
e a lawful, as well as honorable, 
r employment. Many will object 

3 and ſay, that it is an occupation 
_ FF abounding with dangers. It is 


ſo; and where is the trade, pro- 
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ſeſſion, or buſineſs, that is wholly 
exempt ? Herein appears the un- 
certainty, as well as the ſhort- 
neſs of life. It is appointed 
* unto all men once todie”. The 
word of God declares, and every 
day's experience abundantly de- 
monſtrates this truth. If then all 
muſt die, it is not of ſo much con- 
ſequence how, or when, or where, 
as the generality of mankind ſeem 
to imagine. The grand, the im- 
portant enquiry, with each of us 
ſhould be, how ſhall I ſecure 
eternal felicity when this frail and 
perishing body is no more? This 
fecurity, my dear child, can no 
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where be ſound but in Chriſt 


Jeſus, the ſaviour of ſinners, who 
has himſelf declared, I am the 


* way, and the truth, and the 
life; no man cometh to the Fa- 
« ther but by me”. Seck then an 


intereſt in the ſalvation that he 
has wrought out, and you need 
not be anxiouſly ſolicitous about 
the time or manner of your 
death; whether your departing 


ſpirit ſhall ſpring to life from the 


abyſs of the ſea, or whether it 
ſhall aſcend to immortal bleſſed- 
| neſs from a bed of down. Be 


moſt concerned to ſecure * his 
favor which is better than life”, 
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and leave the event to him who 
« doeth all things well”, 

You are now brought to a.moſt 
critical period, ſince, in all pro- 
bability, your future well-being 
in life depends upon your con- 
duct and deportment NOW. Let 
me therefore entreat you to be- 
have with propriety and circum- 
: ſpection in your ſtation. Exert 
your talents and abilities, with 
the greateſt aſſiduity, to promote 
the intereſt of your employer ; 
for by induſtry, ſobriety, and dili- 
gence in youth, temperance and 
attivity will become habitual, and 
theſe, perſeveringly attended to, 
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will frequently enrich their poſ- 
ſeſſor, and confer a degree of 
genuine reſpectability, which it is 
not in the power of noble birth, 
or hereditary honor to beſtow. 
Adhere ſtrictly to truth. I 
know no character ſo contempt- 
ible as a liar. Lying is a groſs 
and palpable affront to God, Who 
requireth © truth in the inward | 
* parts”. To him, © all hearts are 
„open, all defires known, and 
from him no ſecrets are hid“; 
therefore remember that, although 
you might impoſe upon your fel- 
low-creatures, God is acquainted 
Vith your moſt ſecret thoughts, as 
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well as your moſt public tranſac- 


tions, and, when once detected 
in aſſerting or propagating an un- 
truth, it will deſtroy all confidence 
in whatever you ſay, though it 


ſhould be the truth. I do not 
thus write becauſe I have ever 
found you to be particularly ad- 
dicted to this fin; but I wiſh to 
pourtray it in its proper colours, 
that you may thereby deteſt, a- 
void, and guard againſt it when 


you diſcover the heinouſneſs, as 


well as the meanneſs of it. 


There is one expreſs command, 


which God has enjoined us to - 
keep, aſſuring us that they who 
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break it ſhall not be held guilt- 


leſs. I mean that which regards 


taking his ſacred name in vain. 


98 am grieved to hear it ſo often 
violated through a depraved habit. 
Let me beg my dear Thomas 


to guard againſt , it, as, like 
every other vice, it is hardly to 


be eradicated, when once become 
5 habitual. 


I ſhall write to Captain S. by 


this poſt, and ſhall omit no op- 
portunity, that your continuance 


on ſhore will admit, to give you 


ſuch advice, and direction, as ap- 


pear to me moſt likely to conduce 
to your preſent, and eternal wel- 


: WE 24 4 VP 
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fare. Your father and brothers 
unite in love with 


Your truly 
 affeftionate Mother, 


JANE DAVIS. | 


' To TMO. EM* DAVIS, 
Liverpool, 


9 


LETTER II. 


TO CAPT. S. 


Wo Congleton, Dec. 2nd, 1798. 


SIR - 


Relying implicitly on the 
good opinion, which our very 
worthy friend Mr. F. entertains 
of you, and the character he gives 
you, we have ſent our ſon, who is i 
a beloved child, for your appro- 


20 

bation; hoping you will treat him 
with all poſſible care, and lenity, 
making every allowance for his 
youth and inexperience: but his 
ignorance of maritime affairs will 
ſoon be removed, I doubt not, by 
your kind and friendly inſtruc- 
tions, and his own aſſiduity and 
diligence; : for he is willing to de © 
taught, and very induſtrious. 
T ſhould conſider myſelf par- 
ticularly obliged, if you would ; 
take the trouble to deſire him 
not to venture into unneceſſary 
danger. I am well acquainted 
with his enterprizing ſpirit, which, 
under prudent reſtrictions, may 


31 
one day render him conſpicuous 
in the ſervice of his country, and 
redound to the honor of his in- 


ſtructor. To hazard life, or 


health, or limbs, where the duties 


of our ſtation do not abſolutely 
demand our exertions, cannot be 
denominated true courage; a vir- 
tue which I know he is ambitious 
to poſſeſs. Properly to cultivate, 


and improve this temper, I leave, 
Sir, entirely to your care and 


management, perſuaded that you 
will do every thing conducive to 


; his advantage, and my comfort. 


His youth and volatile diſpo- 


fition may incline him to > negleft 
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the ſtudy of uſeful learning. 1 
hope, Sir, you will therefore be 
ſo obliging as to order him to 
employ his leiſure time in Writing 
and Accompts, and not totally to 
forget the Latin tongue, in which 
he made ſome proficiency during 
the time he ſtudied it. 3 

I do not for a moment doubt 
that you will give all neceſſary 
attention to his health and com- 
fort. To your kind and friendly 
care I therefore commit him, pray- 
ing for the bleſſing of God in 


your protection, an and 5 


proſperity. 
Mr. D. unites in  reſpeRtful 


98 


| compliments to Mrs. 5. 
the ſame yourſelf from, 


"le; 
Your obedient, 


humble ſervant, 


J. DAVIS. 
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My DpEAR Cnild; 


| word of advice, which you will 
probably pay a particular regard 
to now, as you are deprived of 


LETTER III. 


Congleton, Dec. 10th, 1798. 


Ig You are now on the verge 
of being ſeparated from your na- 


tive country, your tender parents, 
and all your dear relations and 
friends. Permit me to offer a 


the advantage of perſonal con- 
verſation. For alas! we ſeldom 
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know the value of our privileges 
except by their loſs; and as you 
cannot now apply, as formerly, 


for advice, or counſel, or di- 
rection, let me beg of you to pay 


attention to what I now write, 
aſſured that I have no motive in 
view but your welfare, and that I 


feel deeply intereſted in all that 


concerns you. 
And firſt let me entreat you, if 


ever you hope to meet me, at the 


laſt great day, to our mutual com- 


fort, that you pay a daily, and 


indeed a continual, regard to God 


who made you, and therefore has 


a right to your adoration and 
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+, worſhip. Much have you ſeen 
of his great goodneſs and amiable 
perfections ; much you may yet 
ſee of his amazing power, which 
can only be known to ſeafaring 
perſons. Do not, then, my dear 
child, on any account, negle& to 
recommend yourſelf to his protec- 
tion every morning and night. 
Life at beſt is very precarious, 
but a ſailor's life is particularly ſo. 
Keep up an habitual ſenſe of his 
preſence, which will tend to deter 
you from atting contrary to his 
will, and be a ſupport and con- 
ſolation to you in time of danger 
or diſtreſs; and, after all the 


— mY 
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ſtorms of life are finally over, you 
will anchor in the port of peace, 
that haven where everlaſting © reſt 
remains for the people of God". 
Let me beg of you to cultivate 
an agreeable, and courteous de- 
meanor; be ready to oblige | every | 
perſon, as far as may be in your 
power ; but be careful never to 
expoſe yourſelf to unneceſſary 
: danger. Our life, | health, and 
limbs, onght never to be wantonly 


trifled with, fince, if we run into 

dangers where the duty of our 
ſtation does not require our exer- 
tions, we have no right to expect 
the bleſſing of Providence, nor 
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can ve conſiſtently pray ſor God's 
protection. 
Neglect not to improve yourſelf 
in uſeful learning, particularly 
Writing and Accompts. I would 
not wiſh that you ſhould neglect 
the Latin language, which you 
have taken ſo much pains to ac- 
quire. You will one day, perhaps, 
experience it's utility, in enabling 
you to acquire with greater facili- 


ty, ſome knowledge of the French, 
ſhould you ever be favored with 
an opportunity of learning it. 
And let me entreat you to bear f 
in mind the rel ationſhip you bear 
to your parents, who have hither- 
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to brought you up with great ten- 
derneſs and expenſe. Embrace 


every opportunity of convincing 
us that our labor has not been, 
altogether, in vain. Write as 


often as opportunity will permit, 
as chat vill be the only compenſa- 
tion for the loſs of your company. 


To the protection and bleſſing 


of God, your father and myſelf 


deſire to commit you ; perſuaded 
that he is able to keep you, in 
the midſt of danger and ſurround- 


ing death; and convinced that his 


tO you, and his power engaged to 
preſerve and defend you. 


amn 


eye will be upon you, his ear open 
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Vour brothers beg their love; 
and you may reſt aſſured of the 
affection and prayers of 


Your loving Mother. 
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LETTER Iv. 


| Congleton, Dec. 12th, 1798. 
My Dax CnilD; 


Your letter, received this 
day, gave us unſpeakable pleaſure. 
We rejoice that the Lord pre- 

ſerves your health and ſpirits. 
We are happy in the very friendly 
reception you have met with from 
Mr. and Mrs. H., Miſs L., Mr. 
and Mrs. F., and Mr. and Mrs. * 
to each of whom preſent our beſt 


' — —̃ .—— — aeptict ms y 
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reſpects, with thanks for their 


| kindneſs to you. It is indeed the 
moſt flattering teſtimony to your | 
good behaviour; and I hope you 
will ever conduct yourſelf ſo as 
to merit, in ſome degree, the 
friendſhip of the wiſe and good. 
Bear in mind the example we 
have endeavored to ſet, the ad- 
vice we have given, and the in- 
ſtructions you have received from: 
your late worthy preceptor, the 
Rev. Mr. W., whoſe care and at- 
tention, I doubt not, will ever be 
remembered by you, with becom- | 
ing reſpect. 


1 conceive you will find. the 
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books a moſt welcome preſent, as 


they are all excellent in their 
kind, and will afford you a pleaſing 


relaxation from graver ſtudies, 
as well as fill up your leiſure 
hours in * i | 


ment. 


you read it to your everlaſting 5 


comfort. 


In my laſt letter I lightly touch- 


eld upon ſeveral duties, which are 


incumbent upon every perſon, but 


more eſpecially upon you, who 


To Miſs L. you are particularly 
indebted for that beſt of books, 
the Bible. Read it daily with 
attention and prayer, and may 


5 PA 


— 
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are now on the eve of your de- 
parture from your native country, 
your relations, and friends ; and 


going to launch upon the moſt 
awful, terrific, and formidable 
element in nature; an element 
which has proved fatal to thou- 
ſands, therefore loudly calls for 
habitual ſeriouſneſs and piety in 
every perſon who embarks upon 
it. Much is it to be lamented 
that our ſeamen are ſo notorious 
for profaneneſs and blaſphemy. 
Notwithſtanding this, too general, 


depravity, I am happy to ſay, 
that many of them * fear God, 
and workrighteouſneſs”: a proof 
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that a maritime ſituation does by 
no means incapacitate a man for 
ſerving God, or render chriſtianity 
and a ſailor's life incompatible. 
Seek therefore, by all the means 
in your power, an acquaintance 
with God: and, as you will now 
be frequently excluded the benefit | 
of attending the public worſhip 
of God, preaching, &c., give the 
greater diligence to reading the 
_ * ſcriptures, for they teſtify of 
« Chriſt, and in them we have the 
words of eternal life”, * Fs 
It is to our unſpeakable comfort 15 
that the throne of grace is acceſſi- 
ble in every part of the world. 


In every elimate, however remote 
from your native ſoil, the ear of 
our indulgent and heavenly Father 
is attentive to the prayers and 


0 complaints of thoſe that ſeek him: 5 


therefore daily, fervently, devout- 
ly, and believingly lay your con- 
cerns before the Lord; fince you 
have every affurance from his 
word that the prayer of faith will 
be anſwered, as far as ſhall be 
conſiſtent with our higheſt hap- 
pineſs. 
Let honeſty and integrity mark 
all your conduct; never think to 
enrich, or aggrandize yourſelf by 
any unfair or unjuſtifiable means; 
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a the enjoyment of a good 


conſcience to all worldly gains, 


_ procured by deviating from the 


path of reftitude. Let not the 


enticements of company, or the 
alluring proſpect of eaſe and afflu- 
ence, prevail on you to depart 5 
from thoſe principles in which 


you have been inſtructed. Let 


not menaces or threats intimidate, 


or diſcourage you from perſeve- 
ring in honeſt ſimplicity. 
Be particularly attentive to cul- 


tivate temperance and ſobriety. 
The evils reſulting from an abuſe 


of the gifts of Providence, are too 
obvious to require any comment 
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of mine: many vices, which em- 
bitter liſe and fill the mind with 
horror, take their riſe in inebriety. 
To one of your age, this admoni- 
tion may appear premature. In- 
deed at preſent it is wholly unneceſ- 
ſary; but, if you live, you will find 
the obſervance of this advice eſſen- 
tial to your health and comfort. 
| Avoid, and check, as much as 
poſſible, the firſt riſings of paſſion, 
or diſcontent. Receive reproof 
with modeſty, and endeavor to 
amend when you have done amiſs, 
Be prepared to meet with difap- 
pointments, and bear them with 
fortitude, reſignation, and pati- 
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ence. Be kind and obliging to 


all with whom you are concerned: 
but to your ſuperiors be humble, 


and reſpectful; ready to execute 
their commands with fidelity and 
alacrity; and diligent and induſ- 


trious in their ſervice; always 


zealous to promote their intereſt, 


and attached to their buſineſs as 
though it were your own. Strive 
to cultivate, and improve, the 
friendſhip of the good and vir- | 
tuous; by fo doing you will ac- 


quire fome of their amiable qual 
ties. For young perſons are gene- 


rally improved, or n 1. it 
the . * _ . 
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I entertain the moſt lively hopes 
of your being in that ſituation 
and line of life, which Providence 
has deſigned you for; as, from 

your earlieſt infancy, it appeared 
to be your prevailing bias and 
inclination. I am thankful that 
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our endeavors to procure you a 
ſituation have been ſo far ſucceſs- 
ſul. Your Captain, I hear, is a 
gentleman of great reſpectability; 
and has, in his letter, given us 


every aſſurance. that you ſhall be 
properly taken care of. I hope 


pour good behaviour will recom- 
penſe his care and kindneſs. > 
Your father and brothers defire 
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their love, begging the bleſſing of 


Godin preſerving, 3 and 


keeping you. 


L remain, 


my dear child, 


Your moſt affectionate Mother. 


ls 
* * 
- mu op wal 
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LETTER v. 


. C ongleton, Dec. 1 7th, 1798. 5 
My Dear CHILI D; 


The account we this day 
wette of your health and com- 
fort gave your father and myſelf ; 
very great pleaſure. To be pre- 
ſerved in ſafety, ſurrounded by 
ſickneſs and death, enhances the 

obligations we are under to our 
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divine keeper and preſerver; and 


ſhould excite our praiſe and gra- 


titude, The dreadful accident, 


which you relate, of the death of 


a child, killed in the dock by 


falling off a plank, will, I hope, 


operate as a caution to you, not 


to run into danger, when your 
duty does not call you. I would 


not here be thought to encourage 


a puſillanimous or cowardly tem- 
per. I am of opinion that a per- 


ſon of this diſpoſition would ſoon 


be diſguſted with the ſea ſervice, 
and the inevitable danger to which 
mariners are expoſed, and ſuch 
had much better continue in do- 
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meſtic retirement. A good failor 
ſhould be brave and undaunted, 
fearleſs of danger when duty calls, 
and cheerfully reſigned to part 
with liberty, or life itſelf, if the 
will of Providence ſo ordain, 
The dreadful fire, which you 
deſcribe, muſt have filled your 

mind with horror. I wiſh the im- 
preſſion made upon you, on view- 
ing the devaſtation it occaſioned, 

may long remain to ſtimulate you 
to greater carefulneſs, ſince the 
miſchiefs reſulting from this all- 
_ devouring element are too often 
the effect of negligence and in- 

attention. 0 
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You ſeem happy in the proſ- 
pe& of going under the protec- 
tion of a convoy ; it -is doubtleſs 


a very agreeable ſecurity, when 
the ocean is ſo greatly infeſted 
with privateers, Ke.., and muſt 
contribute exceedingly, to the 
comfort, as well as ſafety, of our 
merchant ſhips. You fee, my 
dear Thomas, the many advan- 


tages you enjoy: all theſe ſhould 


Inſpire your mind with gratitude 


to him from whom comes every 


< good, and every perfect, gift”. 


I you will bear with me, I will 


inform you of the ſupertor advan- 
tages chriſtians enjoy. They, my 


I' 
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dear child, poſſeſs the favor of 
God, reconciled to them, through 
the ſon of his love. The merits 
of Chriſt's death are the procuring 
cauſe of their acceptance with 
the F ather, who is become their 
friend. Good men are become 
their aſſociates and companions, 
and the angels themſelves their 
protectors, defenders, and ſervants, 
% Are they not all miniſtering 
ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter for 
te them who ſhall be heirs of ſal - 
. « vation? ? Theſe conſiderations 
are peculiarly animating; and 
however our paſſage through life 
may be involved in clouds and 
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darkneſs, viciſſitudes and changes, 


inferiority and obſcurity, if we 


truly fear God, and are devoted 
to his ſervice, in a very little time 
we ſhall paſs the vale of death, we 
ſhall bid a final adieu to all 
trouble and ſorrow, contempt 
and ſcorn, which indigent merit 
often meets with from the un- 


worthy and illiterate; and the 
departing ſpirit, freed from the 


encumbering clay, ſhall be con- 


voyed by friendly angels to the 


paradiſe of God, to ſpend a bliſs- 
ful eternity in the ſociety of thoſe 


who are redeemed and ſaved. 


That I may there meet you, my 


58 
dear Thomas, is the fervent 
prayer of . 


_ Your very | 


affectionate Mother. 
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LETTER VI. 


Congleton, Dec. ** 1798. 


Mr DEAR Carty; ; 


| If indeed you ſhould ſail 
the firſt fair wind, as your letter, 
this day received, ſeems to inti- 


mate, this will be the laſt oppor- 


tunity I ſhall have of writing to 
| you at Liverpool; and although 


I have little to ſay, except to re- 


| peat what I have before written, 
yet I cannot reſiſt the propenſity 


1 feel to employ a few minutes, 


=C —_—_— - 


S., whom you ſo well knew, 1s 
amongſt the inhabitants of this 
world no longer. A malignant 
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in once again addreſſing you, per- 


haps for the laſt time. 


Every day's s experience brings 
ſome freſh proof of the ſhortneſs 


of life, and the inſtability of all 
ſublunary enjoyments. Mr. W. 


fever carried him off in a few days; 

and he, who ſo lately flouriſhed 
in youth, health, ſtrength, and 
beauty, was yeſterday conſigned - 


to the gloomy receſſes of the 


grave. His health appeared to ; 
be good; length of days ſeemed 
„ written in his countenance”, 
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Vet how unavailing theſe promi- 
fing appearances to ward off, or 
retard, the inevitable ſtroke of the 
inſatiable tyrant. How does the 
| king of terrors deride our puny 


efforts: ſtruggling under his re- 
morſeleſs hand, vain is the aid of 

the moſt ſkilful phyſician, vain 

are the prayers and entreaties of 


weeping relatives and friends ; in- 
exorable he remains when the ap- 
pointed hour is come; for there is 

an appointed time to man upon N 
earth; his days alſo are like the 
days of an hireling”. | Theſe 

conſiderations, my dear child, 
_ enforce the neceſlity, of being 
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always ready, ſince we know not 


how ſoon we may each of us be 


called to appear before Gd. 


The line of life you have cho- 
ſen, is doubtleſs fraught with in- 
numerable dangers from ſtorms 
and tempeſts, from rocks, quick- : 


fands, and pirates as well as from 
the enemy. Yet all theſe ſhall be 
made ſubſervient to the diſplay of 
the amazing power and goodneſs 
of God, who is able to (and who 


frequently does miraculouſly) keep 


thoſe who truſt in him. We know 
that in a public or general cala- 


mity, the good and virtuous in- : 
diſcriminately ſhare the fate of 


„ $04 $4. 


the vicious and profane. Hence 
ungodly perſons think there is no 


advantage in ſerving God. But 
death unveils the eyes of thoſe 


who enter his iron portals. There 
the difference is inſtantaneouſly 


diſcovered ; the righteous are wel- 


comed by the harmony of ſaints, 


and angels, and ſpirits of juſt men 


made perfect, to participate with 
them inexpreſlible glory and bleſſ- 
edneſs; while the wicked are 
driven from © the preſence of God 
„and the glory of his power”, 
and conſigned to regions of dark- 


neſs, where there is © weeping and 
% wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth”, 
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5 6-4 


Aſſure yourſelf that you are equal- 


ly ſafe and happy in the ſuper- 


intendence of Jehovah, on ſea as 


well as on land. Do not be diſ- 


couraged or in the leaſt degree 


intimidated ; only endeavor to ſe- 
cure the favor of God, and you 


will be happy in life, happy i in 


death, and happy to all eternity. 
If you go to Falmouth our ex- 

cellent friend the Rev. Mr. W. 

will be glad to ſee you I am ſure; 


and I think it will give you plea- 
ſure to meet. a gentleman ho 
truly reſpects your parents. In- 
deed, I ſhould be happy in a ſimi- 
lar opportunity. We ſpent many 
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delightful hours in his company 
at M., and it would give me real 


ſatisfaction, once more to con- 
verſe with him here. It is cer- 
tainly one of the greateſt pleaſures 


I know, to meet with a friend 
after a long abſence. Often do 


I think it will form no inconſider- 
able part of our happineſs in the 
world of glory, when miniſters 


ſhall again behold their people, 


and the people again unite, with 


their beloved miniſters, in aſcri- 


bing falvation to God and the 
Lamb, throughout the countleſs 
ages of a bliſsful eternity. If 
you, my dear Thomas, are ſpared 
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to return again, I ſhall with more 
pleaſure receive you than I can 
expreſs. Country, home, rela- 
tions, and friends will appear to 
you doubly valuable after being 
abſent from them, though for a 
ſhort time; and more eſpecially 
if you are called to encounter 
difficulties in your voyage; reſt 
will then appear inexpreſſibly 
ſweet. So it is with chriſtians. 
That hope which they enjoy, is 
as an anchor of the ſoul, keeping 
them near to Chriſt, amidſt the 
' ſtorms of life. The proſpe& of 
reſt animates them to endure the 
trials and afflictions of this im- 


mind 
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perfect ſtate with ſome degree of 
patience, knowing that the time 
is rapidly approaching, when they 


{hall bid a final adieu to trouble, = 


in all the various forms it now aſ- 
N ſumes; and then they ſhall enjoy 


permanent tranquillity, and un- 


fading happineſs in that heavenly 
country, where no ſtorm ſhall in- 
terrupt our peace, no fears alarm, 


no afflition aſſail us. For neither 


ſickneſs, nor pain, nor death, nor 


parting (ſo painful to our feelings 


in the preſent ſtate) will be per- 


| mitted to enter there. There 


may I meet with you, my beloved 


child, and ſpend a glorious eter- | 
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nity with the redeemed of the 


Lord. There may I meet your 
father and each of your brothers. 

So will be completed the felicity, 
the everlaſting felicity of 
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Four mot 
affectionate Mother, 


JANE DAVIS. 
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